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Passenger Trains in the 3-C Corridor:

An Update on Progress

(Columbus) -- Although still far from complete, Ohio Rail Development
Commission Executive Director says he’s pleased with the progress toward
restoring passenger train service in Cleveland-Columbus-Cincinnati (3-C)
Corridor. Matt Dietrich also says he is encouraged that the ORDC could narrow
down the routes for further detailed study based on Amtrak’s preliminary
summary of route alternatives, but cautions this is not yet a definitive route
selection, saying “We are still far from a final decision on a route or train
schedule. There is still much work to be done.”

But Dietrich praised the work done in conjunction with Amtrak thus far.

“We greatly value the level of expertise they bring to Ohio to assist us in this
route analysis”, says Dietrich. “Working jointly with Amtrak and the freight
railroads, we can realistically achieve our short-term goal of providing passenger
train service to more Ohioans, while still having the flexibility to advance ORDC’s
long term goal for a robust passenger rail network of even better and faster trains
connecting Ohio cities with each other and the rest of the nation.”

Once completed, the Amtrak study will present the data ORDC needs to make a
final determination on routes, identify station stops and to assist local
communities with station area related issues. Ultimately, says Dietrich, the goal
of both ORDC and Amtrak is to have trains rolling in the corridor in the most cost-
effective and time-efficient manner possible and provide a starting point for more
and higher performing trains while providing the infrastructure t o move more
freight as well.

Ohio Governor Ted Strickland first requested the study from Amtrak in February
2008 and ORDC and Amtrak staff have been working together gathering



information on an array of route scenarios and conducting field reviews of those
routes. That process has also included:

• A series of on-going meetings with local officials and stakeholders in Cleveland,
Columbus, Springfield, Dayton, Cincinnati and other communities along and near
the corridor

• Presentations to public groups such as the All Aboard Ohio Summit, Lorain
County Transportation Day, TMACOG Passenger Rail Committee

• Working from a series of alternatives provided by ORDC, development by
Amtrak of various route characteristics and conditions that will support ORDC in
selecting specific route alignments

“By no means, however, is the public input process on the 3-C Corridor service
complete”, says Dietrich. “Simultaneous to our efforts to establish conventional
speed passenger service in the 3-C Corridor, ORDC is also advancing the
necessary planning for High Speed Rail around the state. This is an on-going
process and we will seek more input from stakeholders to make sure that we are
meeting the needs of Ohioans in both the short and long term.”

“Now the federal government has programs for passenger rail passed both in the
fall and as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act,” says Dietrich,
“Ohio has the federal partner it has always needed to advance passenger rail in
the state.”

While the Amtrak feasibility study of the 3-C Corridor continues. A concurrent
freight rail capacity study is also underway by Woodside Consultants, funded
through Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)’s planning and research
division. That study, coupled with the eventual findings from the Amtrak study,
says Dietrich, will help identify the critical infrastructure needs and where funding
will need to be directed toward specific projects for both corridor upgrades and
eliminating potential bottlenecks that could delay freight and passenger trains.

Amtrak plans to present its findings to the ORDC in a report at the end of this
summer.

(The Ohio Rail Development Commission is an independent agency operating within the
Ohio Department of Transportation. ORDC is responsible for economic development
through the improvement and expansion of passenger and freight rail services and
railroad grade crossing safety. For more information about what ORDC does for Ohio, visit
our website at http://www.dot.state.oh.us/ohiorail/)
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